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any point, touching religion, that's 
I in controverfy between parties 
contending for the preheminence 
in this world, the keenneſs of 
each Faction muſt be far frem 
lim, and the leſs concern he has in the tem- 
oral Intereſts ' of either ſide, he is the more 
ſt to judge of the ſtrength of their arguments, 
dar as theſe are able to inſtruct him in things 
at have a reference'to eternity. In the heat of 
ntention, every party ſnatches the readieſt 
eapon for ſelf-defence, or for the hurt of the 
herſary. And in this caſe ſomething of the 
Futh may be found og both fides, but mixt 
ith a deal of falſchood, and in that field of 
uttle, it appears not like it ſelf; it drudges 
here to the ambition, avarice or fleſhly eaſe 
ta ſet of men, and ſerves to promote the 
mporal intereſt of one Faction upon the 
in of another; and is ready to be treated by 
ther ſide according to the appearance it makes 
ainſt their intereſt. Let truth, wherever it 
{on A2 = +0! appears 
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1 
appears, demands regard, and it is not 

leaſt part of the duty we ow it, to contribiliicadir 
to our power to deliver it from the MM 
it put to by them that want only to ſerve M 1: 
ſalves of it. e . -» an 
- Would it not move{the' indignation of Am 
man that indeed believes the holy ſeriptum cler, 
to be the words of cternäl © life, the . ech 
God's grace that teacheth us to deny ungodli 
neſs and world ly Iuſts, and to loo bt Meir 
bleſled hopez to ſee theſe ſcriptures WI ion 
by all parties of men, contending for worldh 
, proventingnce, fn one ſhape or othet, te. 
wer their deſigns and ſerve them idthel 
malie and guile, hypocriſies, envies and en 
ſpeakings againſt one another ? In oppoſitia 
to this, it becomes us to ſtudy theexhortatin 
given us by the apoſtle Perer, when he tels e 
us, That all fleſh is graſs, but. the word of 
the Lord endureth for ever, and calls. us ne t 
lay afide all malice and guile, and as new bon 
babes to defire the ſincere milk of the wrd 
that we may grow thereby, if ſo, be, we bah 
taſted that the Lord is grac ious q 
There is no controverſy more famous among 
us at this time, than that concerning the right 
of the chriſt ian people, to elect their Paſtors 

and the power of the paſtors in that matter. 
The people's right was not long ago debat 
. ed with no ſmall heat among the Epiſcopal 
diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed church; and 
theſe of them that found their intereſt in it 
pleaded moſt zealoufiy for it, with all the 
cxiticifm̃s 0n-7v 94874 1;ioua and * 
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14 all the 2 of the antients, chat 


nies, ha? tht 
ding could - furniſh- them with > © For: 
rs of clargymen- will {ani : op för the tightd 
id liberties bf the people; wien they nd 
dis neceſſary to raiſe theniſelves'; cho, ande 
om that, it will take a power of grace to make 
clergyman 4 hearty friend to the libet of 
e chriſtian people. After much con trot 
nong theſe clergymen, they at length faw 
geit intereſt lay in coming together, and fu 
nion of the clergy is not the moſt friendiy 
ing in the world to the liberty of the laity.” 
it we are now again amuſed with a very 
debate in the. eſtabliſh'd church on the 
ve ſubject. And one would think, there 
ut be ſomething in this right of the people; 
hen no ſort of church rulers are aſhamed to 
re recourſe to it on proper occafions, yea, 
ey can glory in patronizing it, tho* atthe 
ne time, it muſt be own'd, there is 4 prin- ' . 
Whole (not very chriſtian) in the people, that 
clines them to give good heed to thoſe 
chers, that zealouſlly proclaim their right, and 
ake the loudeſt complaints to them of their 
veriors, as encroaching upon it. And this con's 


th tion in the church is not very unlikesthe 
ors inge buſtle and confuſion in the {tate about the 
, Wiike bill. Yer becauſe it pretends an intereſt 


the ſcriptures and a concern in religion, it de- 
nds the attention of them that believe the ſcrips. 
t:4and would not defire to be utter rangers tio 
y thing that pertains to true religion; let the © 
tereſts of the differing parties be what they 
ll, For whether this debate iſſue in their 
| | ſepara- 


2 r 75 
ſeparation from one another, or theit comin 
together on ſome general terms of-agreemen 
(in both which caſes we may ſuppoſe, frog 
what has hitherto appear'd, the dlergy wil ada 
to themſelves) yet the truth is the truth ſtill 
and ſomething ought to be ſaid for their ſaks 
who may be honeſtly enquiring after, it, be 
the number be never ſo ſmall. . For beser cu! 
whimfical they may appear that ſeek the nuf 
without any worldly deſign, but with-a: reſpes 
to the world to come; no man's labour is i] 
beſtowed in contributing to their ſatisfaQion ie n 

The. queſtion about the call to the miniſſ 
of the goſpel, or word of faith, ſuppoſes iHv w 
truth of that goſpel; and they that are {a 
unhappy as to disbelieve it, cannot plead an us 
concern in the queſticn. They can go no furthefhini 

than this, that every man has a right to it 
ſtruct his neighbour in every thing that's good 
for him to know, as far as he is able, and 381 
conſiſtent with the good*of the body politic en 
wherein they enjoy privileges together; and (err 

it muſt be in the power :f that body, to take 
care that it ſuffer no damage, by any pretend 
ed exerciſe of this tight among the mem 
But as to the church or kingdom of Chrift 
his officers and the whole order of that ſociety 
they have nothing to do about it, except it b 
to ſhew their greateſt diſlike and contempt o 
whatſoever appears moſt agreeable to "the 
goſpel ; tho', after all, it cannot be reckonet 

- exceeding diſcreet in them thus far to medal 
with other mens matters, whereof they u 
not the moſt fit to judge. They are . | 
| * 
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emetimes called upon and ere to by bock 
Mties in this and other | queſtions ” about thi 
chriſtian — when they plead regſon 
nd nature's" Agbt againſt one ànother, u here 
dey have leaſt to ſay from the ſcriptures; but 
this is their folly and weakneſs to enquire at 
be light of nature, what a poſitive "inſtitution 
Whould be. b r 
k is not a fign of the greateſt regard to the 
wpel, in them that profeſs to believe it, to 
leak as if what the New r e e of 
de miniſtry of the word and ſuch things, ſerv'd 
wy for that age wherein it was committed 
v writing. For if this were the caſe, why 
ad we any thing but the efſentials written 
bus in that Book? And why do we obſgrve and 
imire the divine providence in the preſervati- 
n of that book, in a ſociety that corrupted the 
hole of chriſtianity, and in the bringing of it 
in forth to the view of the nations, in their 
wn languages, as his teſtimony againſt all the 
Worruptions of that fame ſociety? And may not 
Wieſe of that Roman church as well alledge, that 
be New Teſtament ſerv'd indeed forthe time 
herein it was written, but as for after-ages, 
tbelong'd'to them to adapt chriſtianity to theſe 

the New Teſtament was ſuited to that age? 
lowever it is manifeſt they ſpeak 'lies in by- 
crify, who make infinuations this way to 
e diſcredit of the only rule of ' chriſtianity,” 
d yet pretend, that the New Teſtament, and 
de practice of the firſt chriſtians recorde 

ere, is the Rule of their conſciĩencea as to this 


ter of che people's right, 
* That 
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wad ih the writings of the Old + | 
e New. * complens re velatiq 
of Gad tq n he deny a w 
the 52 bi abe ae ion on t 88 of th 
revelation, that 1 lainly ſers 105 ſelf 80 1 
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claration « 15 15 e 
nothing can he ad 
plainly LI 75 Fel 80 15 — bly urtt 
reyelation, and the Yew Tefllamentdeclng 
elf to de that revelation, while it conglat 
with a curſe on them that add to it, 48, 
on them that take from, it. If therefore, 4 
ew T eſtament ſay nothin on this .quehut 
| about New Tpligmgnt miniſters, that d peng) pr 
were oy the goſpel, no man cap lay 8 
th ing of it that. an be ſubmitted to 38 * 0 
inftiturton, unleſs it could be proved that iq 
New Teſtament h As lodg'd a Power im 
man or ſociety af men, to ſay in this, v 
what! they think fit, ox to «Rin init as they pleat 
and till this be done, whigh in all — 
will never be, we mull reſt our Telyes.con 
with what the ſcrjptures ſay, and. een 
yery, thing has. men tell pe. by thats” 
ke And ſeeing the bol ſcriptures contgi 
compleat Tevelation.of 5 will of God. to n 
po man cap no! the to be werde o 
to th th S 1 the 2 as the ioſpic 
F hom be cbooſed zo give our chat vel 
ation, and to whoſe withon, be bote 
a extraordinary manner. But whos ſeq 
ere to tbem that had the divine orales fr 
heir mouths a their 1 to * 
the wtitings of Ae 
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e prophets.z rhey have Moſer and the pro. 


„, ler them hear them, aud if they will nos 


ey be perſavnded tho one roſe from the dead. 
The queſtion then is, how the holy (cripuryy 
kclare that men are called to the « ok 
ding Chriſt's people by his word fully con- 
vined in theſe Scriptures? For if the whole 
wunſel of God be declared in them, and the 
ziniftry of the word of . xeyelation depend 
holly on that revelation-z no man can lawful- 
pretend a call from God to give out the leaſt 
dition to that revelation 3 and as little can 
pretend to he called of God to the mini- 
of the word already contained in the ſcrip- 
es, but according to theſe ſcriptures; and 
ry byes that's called according to them has 
call. 8 3 
The New Teſtament law ſpeaks net ſo clear- 
of any thing, touching that miniſtry of the 
ſpel which the Apoſtles left behind them 
den tbe earth, as of the characters of them that 
Would exerciſe this office, which are expreſs 
the epiſtles to Timothy und Titug, and of 
e manner wherein they ought to exerciſe it, 
W it to be ſeen in Paul's diſcourſe to the E. 
GolWefar elders, in Ferer's exhortation to elders, 
die in our Lord's com miſſion to miniſters with 
on by promiſes to be preſent to the end of 
world. 8 FOE, 0 *. . 
I was moſt neceſſary, that the chriſtian law 
ald be expreſs on the charaQters of the per- 
u that ſhould, exerciſe this ſacred 5 1 = | 
it is not conf, t any fleſhly feed or 
| Es. ; * oy 
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ieve Moſes, and the. prophets, neither. w, 


certain whom we are to receive as miniſter 


an law gives of the 3 as the church 
the Jeu might be 


ing them whom we are bound to receive 

miniſters of the goſpel. If the rule of ot 
New Teſtament were in all things follow 
there could be no difficulty in p 


Rs CM. 4 
articular family, as was the prieſthood, und 
e Old Teſtament. And if we may not be 


the word, by the deſcription that the chrifi 


of the deſcent of the 

rieſts from Aaron, we are at a conſiderib 
Jos beyond them; eſpecially when the Nu 
Teftament requires ſuch. duties to be. dobet 
them, as cannot be done, unleſs we kus 
them, and contains ſuch threatnings to 1 
that reject them and ſuch promiſes to they 
that give them ſuitable reception, as 1 
make every true Chriſtian anxious to kno 
who they are, and for what end are theſe ch 
racers {o expreſs and particular, if it be 
that we may by them know who are called 
God to that office and who not? And an 
then be ſaid, without a refle&ion on the Ch 
Rian law, that this end cannot de reach'@by i 
or that we cannot thereby have as great certain 
ty, as the nature of the thing requires, conc: 


is m1 | 
For no new convert could enter upon the if 
erciſe of this office, till he was well known 
the chriſtian ſociety, whereof he was a met 
ber, and wherewith he aſſembled and daily 
verſed, and which compar'd him with he d 
ſcription giyen of a miniſter of the word 5 f 
Apoſtles and Evangelifis ; and this deſcrif 
on wa the fame that's now ꝓritten to w 
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he New Teſtament- In ſuch a ſociety did &. 
un then enter upon the exerciſe of this of. 
de, having the apoſtolick deſcription of - 
niſter apply'd to him by a people profeſſing 
ubje ct ion to Teſus Chriſt in ſubmitting tothe 
right of an Elder or Biſhop called by him 
> that office. The caſe of Appolles was a 
tle extraordinary. He had been a teacher a+ 
wng John's diſciples, and was privately ins. 
tated by Aquilia-and Priſcilla, who were 
ell known to the church in Corinth; and 
ey, upon intimate acquaintance with bim at 
88/5, where there was yet no church, re- 
ommended him to the church in Corinth, 
u bere he firſt exerciſed the office of a mini- 
er of the Goſpel. However, even in this 
le, the church where he began his mini · 
an 7 had enough of certainty about his cha- 
" "FS 
lis not in the power of any to add to or di- 
iniſn from the deſcription given of a mini- 
er of the goſpel in the New TLeſtament, ſo aa 
jinfiſt on any qualification as needful, that 
not mentioned there, or to make any qua- 
ion there ſpoke of needleſs. Neither 
s Jeſus Chriſt the Lawgiver, given to any 
nilters or people any power or right what- 
rer, to call, ſend, elect or ordain any. perſon 
that office, who is not qualify'd accord- 
pto the deſcription: given in his law; as 
has not given any power or right to reje&t 
dleaſt of them that are qualified according 
that law. Let a Man have bands laid on 
u by men that could _ e 
2 dz- 
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deſcent of impoſition of hands to him from 4 
aboſtles, let him be ſet apart to that © offic 
Va co.npany of miniſters, the moſt tonfarn 
able themſelvesto the ſcripture charafter'; 
mininters, and ler him be 3 by the me 
holy ieople on earth, if yet he do not a 
{wer the New Teitament deſcription of 46 
niſter Which is poſſihle if the ſcripture | 
not the Rule of their Judgment in this 
ticular caſe) he is not called of God to th 

office, and is indeed ro miniſter of Chrif 
but runs unſent. And if this be the caſe, the 
boaſt in vain of any manner of election and« 
dination who ſtudy not conformity to the ſer 
ture deſcription of a miniſter in the. exerciſe 
that office: For no manner of ordination 
ordinary miniſters can pretend ſuch a cle 
foundation in the New-teſftament, as the « 
ſcription of the perſons that fhould be mil 
ſters. And they that do indeed ſtudy con 
mity to that deſcription, can ſecurely he 
their miniſtry called in queſtion and rejel 
by all forts of men on grounds whereof t 
chriſtian law makes no mention; yes theit 
' niftry cannot be rejected without diſobedic 
to Jeſus Chriſt. ö | 
Thus, wnoever is conformable to that 
ſcription the chriſtian law gives of a minil 
"of the word, has all the call and miſſion 
the Lord gives any man to that office; 
| whoever wants that, whatever he have, 
not God's call. N 6535 
The only part therefore that any ſort oft 
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: n 1 
auclaim in this matter is that of obedience: 
o the chriſtian law. Cn, | 
Miniſters, elders or biſhops, in this, as it 
il other things wherein they preſide among 
the chriſtian people, are to teach them to ob- 
ſerre what Chriſt has commanded them, 
ud to go before them as their leaders. 
by doctrine and example in the wayof faith 
and obedience to the word of Chriſt con- 
uised in the fcriptrures They have ne 
riff power to ſeparate any man to that office 
whom God has not called. His law gives them 
maly the power of obedience in ſeparating the. 
men who are called by him, according to his 
word ; and in this they are not. lords over his 
oo Wheritage, but enſamples, to the flock which 
I _ them, of obedience to their only 
e Lord. | * Sp, hen 
nil No people have right to eloct any whom God 
has not called, or to reject theſe whom he calls; 
but they muſt obey him in receiving and doing 
ill that he requires of them in his word to- 
f off vard them that are by him qualified according 
ir to the deſcription given in his Law. If they be 
not capable to diſcern by that deſcription, who 
are called of God to the miniſtry of the word, 
wat MF they are not capable to give obedience to the 
110108 chrictian law on that head, The only part of 
ni the character, as to which they are ſuppoled 
capable to judge, is that of aptneſs to teach; 
e, or holding falt the faithful word as he hath 
deen taught, that he may be able by ſound 
of il Doctrine both to exhort and convince the gain- 
layers, If paſtors be to judge of this by 1 
| NT . 
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n 1 
ekill in the wiſdom of words, or thie;wiſdow 
of the ſcribe and diſputer of this watld; wie 
cannot be brought 1 capacity of the 
chriſtian people, how can they. petſwade:.tli 
people that any man is called of God tb ti m 
niftry of the Word ? Or how can the Pdeplepa 
oei vo that their Paſtors are leadiug them in th 


way of obedience. to Chriſt in ſeparating am¹ T. 
} to that office whom. they caanot kuba em 
q that Chriſt has called? la this caſe tis im ++ 
1 tnem to profeſs abedience to:Jelug right 
1 Qhriſt in receiving ont of his minifiets aces by ti 
t ding to his law 3 they. muſt ine vitabiy ive mine. 
s blind abedicncc to theit paſtors: ioſtead cor 


Chriſt, if theſe paſtors do not inſtruct them i 
that wiſdom of words; fa far as to enable then 
td perceive that a nian is thereby apt ta teach 
But the New -teſtament makes the wideſt da 
ftinction betwixt that wiſdom. of words, 4nd 
| the faithful word, which be that's ſeparated.i6 
cho minifiry of the goſpel muſt be bolding 
1 faft, that he may be able both to echert is 
| found teaching and to convince the guinſayery; 
ll fo that a man may be very learned ia the ont, 
and very unledtned. in the other. And fine 
the chriſtian law plainly, ſets: afide this wik 
dom of the ſcribe and diſputer of this world, 
2« being no part of the deſcription. it gives us 
of a miniſter of the word of faich; neither 
paſtars not people haye any more to judge o 
on this head, but the ſoundneſs of the doctrine, 
and aptneſs to communicate it to others for 
their. inſtruct ion, conviction and comfort. Ii 


the people may err, and be miſtaken. as torh'h 
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U may n 8 by error is there 6 
dong the people that has not been maintained 
Y miniſters? But fill if chey be not able 
0 know this in ay mes ſure, Hep are in us 
peaſure capable to obey Jeſes Chriſt, in ro- 
teiring and ſebmireing t eli wee e the overs 
icht of his miniſters. 
The People cannot take i im ns We on 
hem by the doRerine, for their iule of jadging 
os this caſe : For there ate weng us well as 
ght imprefſiovs, and theſe muſt be jodgid of 
by the ſcriptutes, and che faithful 0 con- 
nined in them There ate various impt 
xcording to the variety of che Situations of his 
yeople, yea, and oftimes 'utcording to thei 
humours 3 fo that it is ſcares: powry they y cars 
gree in judging by this rule; ac they eun im 
orceiving that a mari brings ſound 0 
them ; and if rhe faith ones delivered to 5 
aWſtints be preached 40 them, whole fault is ic 
ait they are not ed ided 1 Tea, and if they 
= 


ere to judge by impraſſions in this mat 
cripture doctrine that they did not ad — 


ey might come to reſe chat part 


need on them, av well as the miniſter that holds By 


vir ag the faithful word; ar leaſt this'could” not 
d ni to produce the ſume ting that the apofile 
$ ut dens in the Corimbiuun that went inte 
herherties and facttons on their oxperiences” by 
90 rn e 6 fame doc 


ine, i 
for 7 People caanot mi be obeying C 
e this thing, who are nor ſhewing's regard te 


nie Ul his W nor 1ivipg in fubjectina 80 


the 
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5 el may live of the goſpel, as they that miniſter} 


tze diſripline, expreſly inſtituted in the 
ture. Teal for the good werk of obe 
' £6 one of hit laws, while there is nd 
ſnewed to other as plain lawe of his 
terly inconſiſtent with the feripture chm 
' of @ chriſtian people. And how cans people 
pretend a regard to the werd of God, in coll 
tending for their right of election, who the 
not the ſame teal for as clear a right of thei 
even the profeſſion of ſubjection toChtrift inc 
tributing of their ſubſtance for the mgintehand 
of their paſtors, that ſo they who preach the g 


about holy things, eated of the temple, and ih 
that waited at the altar partaked with th 
altar? Why do they ſuffer this right to] 
wrung out. of their hands, and yield t 
peaceably to any that pleaſe to take it frond 
them, while they are ſo jealous of the leaſt i 
_ ctoachment on the other right? 4 
And ae no Feople can pretend to be obHπ,ꝭ 8 
hriſt in this matter, but they who die alf 
ying an univerſal N ag the deſtriptWicut! 
en of 2 .chriſtian people in the new-teftament{W!i(t: 
ſo no miniſters of the goſpel can act in it 
paſtoxe, but among' a flock hearing the volt 
of the chief Raped Jeſus Chriſt. The 
com m iſſion beyond that 18 only to, presch 
goſpel to every creature 3 neither. can tt 
75 pretend to be the repreſentatives of the peop 
in the part that the chriſtian law calls them ¶ er 
act here, and as little can any part of tp 
people tepreſent another in their obedience 
Chrift, ac to which every, ene of them mi 
„ * V 
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lebe * parts hf their hahe tence tod che 
F of Jeu Qhtiſts s [How Ka Eo o ait 
Whem 4 pedple» Medy iog goofs play @ th tha 
SWMcripturo! deſtription of a chriſtian pe 
; ik Jams wy»: want , paſtors, and Le 9 - 
lriſtian lawy\this: [Want cannot render th 
deapable of ebeyidg/ that law in receiving a 
ontting; today a3 their; miniſsers, LOW an 
bu idently qualified». according 510 that ak 
pr ee the apoſtles, and che 9 
; 1 ſhould MATa oO and 
| 1 913097 a1 un an NAI Num % 
7 The turniog of the. part \ that; mep We 15 | 
gin the ordination n in n act -of 
emacl af humble obedience to the. plain — 
of God, has been the: zen the gongur 
Wn and diforder that has taken; pl — hy 
ld about the ardivation of nijniſters, When 
e ſwiſdom of man made bold to make the 
Wet alteration in one) point of, the. divine in- 
litution, it was for this cid to fecom 
1 morę to the: world 5: adh th is en | 
comer purſued by the covetouſneſe and 
ubitian p — wind the carl; veal of 
de Peop of or the worldly: r 
and their on eaſch till it berame oe 
nale religion. Seesen alt ae 


wells on other Deng made way for mer” * 4 


r to  ſuppert that, ad ſo oni Thef, er 
lied, with aſages; regulations, emGiruth- | 
end laweg wb ich came te he morß a 
© | Li than the wen 1 


. N 
made void by the keeping of theſe. - An 
while ſuch wiſe regulations came in u 
tence of unity, oxder and decency, but ſery'; 
mainly to the worldly exaltation of the clergy 
aud carnal eaſe of the People, they have filled 
the world with ſuch envying and ſtriſe, 
wars and fightings, as could never have hy 
pened to them that contented themſelves wi 
the ſcripture rule. Yea theſe regulations hav 
plainly appeared at length to be proper es 
ines of war to parties contending for the 
eminence in this world. And therefore, i 
men be in earneſt te reform in this ma 
they muſt lay aſide every invention of humar 
wiſdom, and give over proudly contending fo 

a right that clergymen, whe cannot prev 
in ruling the church, are perſuading the peop 
that they have, and their ſuperiors are takin 
from them; even as the mob is enraged cont! 
nually againſt the government in the ate b 
them that cannot prevail at counts and the 
muſt return to the old courſe of humble ſul 
jetion and obedicnce to the plain word of 
God, the word of eternal life, without addin 
thereto, or diminiſhing from it. And this 1 
the right of tbe chriſtian People, and 
Power of sbeir paſtors. wt 
While the confuſion remains that has flow 
from a falling away from the ſcripture rule, 
| has come by men's pretending to be maſſe 
| _ infteadof obedient ſervants to the Loud Chr 
| we ought not to deny their miniſtry, who, 
any tolerable meaſure, anſwer the ſcripture 


ſeription of a miniſter z nor need we bo 
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v diſown the miniftry of any fort of mon of the 
greateſt name, who do not, in any tolerable mea: 
ure, bear 2 conformity to that deſcription.: This 
« a far ſurer footing to go upon than that, of ' 
the manner wherein - a man comes into the 
roll fion-of the Ripend in a pariſh, and becomes 
the publick teacher there. It cannot be told 
here the New Teſtament fpeaks fo clearly 
of pariſh miniſters and of Ripends provided by 
uu, and: of elders not apt to teach ruling the 
people and repreſenting them in the election 
a pariſh miniſter, or of the majority of heade 
of familice or communicants chooſing a mini- 
ler to all the reſt of the pariſh, and to the ſti- 
8 at it ſpeaks of the characters of a mini- 
er of the goſpel, and calls us to receive ſuch. 
Neither can it be ſo well told, where the New 
Teſtament ſays, that it is my election that 
makes u man my miniſter, as where it for-. 
bids me to reject a miniſter of Chriſt, and 
tdliges me to receive 4 men becauſe he is one 
Waccording to the deſcription of « miniſter in 
Wie chriſtian la. = 1 2 

But if men will not thus live at caſe in 3 
liforderly corrupted ſtate of things, and want 
o ſee a true — then let them ſeri- 
wſly deliberate on the following propoſals. 
| 1. Let the holy ſcripturcs be attended to, 
und held faſt, in oppoſition ta every other rule 
i der men walk by; as, the imaginations of 
their own hearts, the courſe of this. world, the 
taditions of the fathers and commuſments of 
ten, and ſedue ing ſpirits, ſpeaking befide the 


kriprurcs, ſpegking of the world, and A 
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N y* 'thatrJefuzr Chis 
Aſko hie ie 
merids toi HH h as :2)proſervatuve agg inſſ abt 
— times 0p the daft adaya, 12 TA. i 
ſets before him the things» he had deb 
ed'of him bis doctrine and mannon Vile 
Me cri ten n us in the; Newi Tree n 
| ys che ſeri ptures of the Old Teftann 
f bosch Taper d kad knoten from achik 
_—_ out to him as ſufficĩent xo'manifebt 
the folly of themcthat teſiſt tho truth, and 0 
eke the! man of God perfokty chroighly 
niſtid ante all good! Works. nd by what 
there ſayst their fplly may: be: linanifel 
who for the fakes of other rules that they cat 
have us tos walk by; reflect on'thy | 
tures, as dark and of doubtful interprotatilt 
as the commonireſort of heretic ks und 
ted only to rhe firſt ' rimegofchriſtianity;.lan 
not proper for the times we'liveiiny And he 
by ſach 1ike inſinuations As theſe, fromę mei 
profeſſing th at the ſcriptures are the only 
f chriſtianity, are poor people frigh fo | 
Tearching"the ſeriprures,' undi sleaving cloſi tal 
them in ther practice, lest hey ould: f. 


co me ot 


utidet detufton{4gainſt whichrhe ſcriptures a 
not, it ſeemꝭ to them, ſo proper a preſervative 
u other rules that they ate Laird f to walk by 
The apoſtle; fore warning the Tf] 
God wag En, aq of the ſtrong deluſion,” tha end 
0 


ſend on profe fbr cf c hriſtianitj 

not the love of the truth, gi 

Fe this. direckion ageinſt the”! beginning 
180 V Num fab. r raditia 
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lich ye have Henn tant. ue lt ler e 
of bur caſtle, "i The, | Her i Thgb Wa.) 
ltions, which- he»calle thami2307)hold; wers, 
Iny writes in- his r and Fe deli, 
* to them by: word of mouth; ior ue; . 
e Teſtament ſcripture was got then * 
„ breted; but they had the whole, coupſel 
God declared: to them by the apoſtle, which, 
z'now fo. fully declared in the wrizings of fthg 
New Teſtgznent, whereof the epiſtle 7 to tha, 
ſheſalontans is A part, <6 oath ing cee 
ded to it. If therefore we would) ,glgape! they 
muption of chriſtianity, that Wes then hegin 
ing to work, and the ſtrong deluſion, there; 
bretold, we muſt firmly hold the things der, 
lrered to us in the Ne Teſtament, wWitkput, 
uding to them or taking from them WS] 
nuſt not ſatisfy our ſelves with an idle 
on, that the New Teſtament is the org 
bod, but we muſt held faſt by-it, as dun only 
naiale, in op poſition to all other rules that have bten 
aded to it or come in the place of it we uit 
bold fafr the things delivered there, In dur, 
| thactice, without turning to the right hand ar; 
fig the left. And in order to this, let us hear! 
auen to the advice the apeſtle ges to the 
mY hurch in Rome, which if it had beech ah 
bis attended to, might have previnged all dhe 


50 bominations: of that: worldly: ki «tha 
thahe:d of which; that church came to be inlaſten 
nity Woes, He ſays, Be not conform #201 hi; revefldþ 
ener be ye rr aunsform's by the renewing o 
mi, that you may prove ha, that wiadi 
ud acceptable and perfect auili f Gad, Raw 


hack xii. 
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FTT 
xii. Let them that are miniſtera ſeusch 
ſcriptures diligently, and with a ſingle eye el 
of worldly reſpecte, and however much they hu 
of them, let them yet be perſwaded they tte 
to make them wiſer, and let them ſtill be d 
eiples of Chrift, depending on him, as. fit 
children, for inſtruction from him, by apenit 

their underſtanding to underſtand the ſeriptin 
And let them not ſhun, for the : fear of t 

people, or for any hope in this world, to ſpe 

all the worde of eternal life, and to declare ii 

whole counſel of God, keeping nothing back 

knowing this, that the —— is not commitie 
to them to give it out as they pleafe, and th 

w fiace the revelation is finiſhed, the 
o no part of it but what is profitable for m 
ing the man of God perfect, or A t 
niſhed unto all good works. They mult n 

only take care of handling the word of G. 

deceitfully, and ſtudy to teach Chriſr's di. 

ciples to abſerve all he has commanded, b 
they muſt alſo go before them, as enſampla; 

of holding faſt the things delivered in the ſcrij 
tures, in 4 diligent obſervation. of them, 


Jeaſt of them not (excepted : For he thi Aa 
ſhall break one of theſe leaft commanament n , 
| and ſball teach men ſo, be ſhall be called ref 


teaft in the kingdom of bea den. And let th 
4 chriſtianapeople alſo: to their power, ſearc| 
Y the ſetiprures, and examine every part of t 
— of their miniſcers, w_ their etamp 
the ſcriptures, comparing ſcripture wi 
ſeripture, has they — followers of the 
only, as they can fee. them following Chril 
al u 


| 8 
4 ſo profeſs ſubJeQion to the goſpel of Chriſt 
following them. Let them bring all their 
per thoughts and opinions in matters of 
gion to the ſtandard of the ſcriptures, ready 
give up with every principle and practices 
at has no foundation there, and to take up 
ith every doctrine and practice that ſhall be 
und there, and without delay to obſerve all 
ings whatſoeverChriſt is found requiring there, 
ever little they have been obſerved before, 
een as the captive Jet, returning from ty- 
ical Babylon, reformed themſelves by the 
ritten law, which, thro' the good providence 
{ God, remain'd among them, notwithſtand- 
vg the captivity, and all the corruptions that 
ud prevail'd among them, and after they no 
yore enjoy d many ef the glorious things that 
tended the firſt giving out of that Old Teſ- 
iment revelation. The Lord encourages them 
nder their wants with this, that they had 
is word and his ſpirit remaining among them 
ud they diligently read that word, and what 
ey found written there they forthwith practiſ- 
ed, tho' ſome of theſe practices had not been 
Wis uſe from the days of Jeſbua the fon of Num. 
Tho' we cannot now pretend to many things, 
that accompanied the giving out of the New 
Teſtament revelation, and behov'd to ceaſe 
ben it was compleated, as the apoſtle ex- 
feſly declares they ſhould ceaſe, i Cor xiii. 
let, by the wonderful providence of God, 
WJ ve have the writtings of the prophets and the 
wpoſtles of Chriſt preſerv'd, and brought into 
ur own language, fo as all baſs apes: 

* 
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Snow chem s Add in ithi ale, N 
2 ofitht mr ibu gy Fowul 
For dur learning, that b we mdy tate 1 
15 our, example in this thing! Bet unit 
- fore; aß they did; give attendance to nh 
dog of chef ſcriptures,” to exhortation unt 
Ain, that we may be, by them umi 
to every good: — holdiſaſt th this 
written rherp/:ſb as hot role them gol cr 
any thing to to them, in coafeſſion or pratiice 

far any hope or for any Rear wherewith Worg 
noed omits e loi 
© '5- Let thb deſcript ion thebike New T. 
ment gives of g”chriftian; as w n 
diſter, be carefully obſerbed; / ſo as all wes 
arid none _elſep cy be wknowledged as: chi 
Pak: who are in2ſome' meaſure (conformal 
that deſcription.” Our obrddence to Jek 

Chriſt depends, at 2 as much gin the k 
ledge of this; e on dur acquaintance 'w 
the ſctiptureccharaGer of a mitiſter ; and 
feat evils have! folldwed upon à depirts 
"the rule of the Now: Trſtament on ch 
bead as on the bother? kr! it impofüble f 
un to ſearch inen hearts, ad to know 'whi 


in t 
zs n true chriſtian in theſfight of God, oi irc 
to diſtinguiſn him from one that is nk bret 
Poerĩite only in his fight. But there: are Tod « 
peculiar daties' required of us towards d nati 
ohildren of God; and the hren bf et 
Chriſt, on account of their relation to hin Ve 
Wich uch omi fes and threatu inge anne xtii en 
that we by a! in the! greateRt:-diflicult 


Wut our obedience to Jeſu: 


htiiſt, if b 
1 
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law bad not alſo deſcribed to us the perſons f 
to whom it obliged us to do .thieſe duties. 
Shall we think that the chriſtian la bath 
made our peculiar eſteem and regard to 4 
people whom we cannot know, to, be the 
grand evidence of our love to Chriſt himſelf, 
abd of our intereſt in him? Or are we to 
tand or fall at the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
and is it to fare with us eternally according 
to our behaviour to g peculiar people whom 
Lye cannot by any rule diſtinguiſh from other 
le? TTT 
he New Teſtament leaves us not at this 
uncertainty; but gives . ſuch a deſcription ef 
theſe whom we are to look on as the bre- 
thren of Chriſt, as will ſerve to convince 
Chriſt's enemies at his appearing, of theit 
neglet and hatred of him, by their negle&t 
awd hatred of the leaſt of theſe his brethren 
hom they ſaw in this world, and as; will 
ſerve, on the other hand, to manifeſt bis 
peoples love to himſelf by their deeds of 
love to one another, while they lived toge- 
ther in the world. The deſcription given 
in the New Teſtament of theſe to whom we 
we to behave as the children of God, and 
brethren of Chriſt, is ſe clear, as to leave us 
tt a8 little uncertainty as the Fews and the 
rations, * their neighbours, could be in, as 4 
„ them that were of the Sced of the Jews. 
Ve may take theſe few texts for inſtarices” . 
on this ſubje&, which is one 7 or other 
touched on throughout the New Teſtament, 
Mat. xii, 48, 49, 50. 9 iii. 23. Mat. 


VI. 
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(es ) 
on. 21, 22, 23. Heb. vi. 9, 10: Mas. nf. 


3, 6. Mat. x. 6% 375 38. Laute xiv, 1 
Jobs * 34, 35. Rep. Xii. 17. 1 Thyſ 


4, 


5 extraordinary fgns that a appear d den 
crit. diſciples at = erection of his 
dom, and whereby the Lord bare witneh 
the firſt fruits of the Centiles, when he . 
fited the nations, to rake our of them a n 17, 
Ne for his uame, are now ceaſed, bet and 
7755 * 7 — 2 them; but chat work Wl But 
e faith, that labour of love, and that - an, 

in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; du th* 
was 44 of the - pel in 2585 
chriſtians, ny” remain an as chriſtianity 
remains in the world. as the diff 
guiſhing character of a brian was made u 
of theſe three from the beginning, ſo it 
be fill to the end of the world: For, fy 
the A ene xs, they * 


prep 
fail, whether tongue * an, 
ther knowledge, tt 1 Pat» 
OW * 4 1h; . E 750 en 
but t eate # 15 I 
| pr 55 1 And therefore, where 2. work 
of faith appears not, nor the ce of hops 
but eſpecially where there is no {nor 
of charity, in that labour of love 2 * 
. wards his name, in miniſtring to the fait 
gs he requires in his word, there, 1 mea 
think what they will, there is no appearmnd 
of chriſtianity. - 
We are not to take the Ates off 
children of God om our own TI q 
8 rou 
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through. our ſelf-liking, we are ready to fan- 


tion of 


7 ey, that likeft to God that's likeft ourfelvers 
bor are we to take the deſcription of a chill 
of God from the eſteem app 

out the world, 28 if theſe who are hig v eſte 
among men for hol ineſe, were fo Heise 
n the fight of God; for by chat rule the 
M. Phariſees ' who were an abont nation 3s the 
MN {+ of God, would have been his chillfres, 
oo and bis ſon a Samaritan, heving 4 devil: 
HW But let us take the deſcription of a chrifti- 
" DX with whom we ate, to behave a« with 
hari the brother of Jeſus” Chriſt, only: from Bie 
„n word in the New Teſtament, Let all 
ity WY our notions of a chriſtian's character be en- 
be mined and corrected by that infallible. rale, 
wil Let the op names of men that could 
. ſpeak with the tongues of men and aiigsls, 


if yet they be not conformable to that de- 
ſeription, fall in our eſteem before that rule. 
And let the leaft of Chriſt's brethren be ac- 
knowledged by us according to that rule, 
though the baſe, 2weak, and fooliſh things of 
the world, and though they ſhould: be Fün- 
gy and thirſty, naked, ſirangers and in 
priſon, or whatever their circumſtances be in 
this world, and however they be deſpiſed 
r 2 
. There is the more need for cleaving firid- 
ly to the ſcripture-deſcription of a confe 

of the name of Chriſt, that the New Tefla- 
ment foretele 4 falſe profeſfian of chriſtiani- 
ty. coming in place of the true one, and ſet- 
Fof ting. it aſide: 


hy 
— 


LS 


or Paul, foro warning Trmorh 
or #4 D 2 * 7 2 
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of the perilous times to come in the laſt gi 6 
points out the danger of theſ: times in 10 
{cribing the people that ſhould then hae 
form of goalineſs, denying the power of it; 
and, as a guard to us againſt the peril of thel 
times, he gives this charge, — From ſuch im 
- away, 2 Tim. iii. By this new form of go 
lineſs, or of chriſtianity, ſuited to the people 
there deſcribed, the outer court of the. Loyd 


* — — 


houſe came to be troden under foot of the m 


0725, and the man of ſin roſe to his ſeat in the 
temple of God, and the power of the peopl. 
whom God rot out of the nations for bij 
name, was ſcattered, when, by this form 
godlineſs, they came to be mingled again with 
the people of theſe abominations; and ſo thit 
took place which was pointed at in the pte 
phecy of Ezekiel, chapter xxxiii. verſes 1), 
hy > . | | 
The apoſtle likewiſe gives Timothy 1 
ſample of theſe, that in the laſt days ſhould 
have the form of godlineſs denying its power, 
in them who at that time, under the name 
of Chriſtians, went about craftily among the 
diſciples to ſubvert the true profeſſion of chti- 
ſtianity, and prevailed on them that had not 
attained to that knowledge of the Truth, 
whereby they might be delivered from the 
dominion of their luſts; and therefore want: 
ed a profeſſion” of chriſtianity under which 
they might have ſome more caſe in the ful 
filment of them. And theſe were, on the 
one hand, the Fudaizers largely defcrid- 


ed in the epiſtles of Part ; and, on the other 


hand, 


( 29 : 2% 85 — 
hand, they that were confident of their juſ- 


WM: fication by à knowledge and a faith, that 
0 oh ſaid cher had, which did not ſhe itſelf 
tin works of obedience to the goſpel ; for they 
ame to know their juſtification a ſhorter 
malay, as we ſee' in the epiſtle of James, and, 
io Jude, and the ſecond epiſtle of Peter. 

ll The apoſtle compares them whom he thug 
ay 


news to Timothy, to the Egyptian magi- 
Fcians in their oppgfition to the word of God, 
to keep his people in bondage who.u he 
he made free to ſerve him. And thereby he 
nfiouates, that, as the true chriſtian profeſ- 
ion was at firſt eſtabliſhed in the world by 
ſens, fo that other form of gadlineſs ſhould 
have figns on its ſide alſo, whereby men would 
pro-Wharden themſelves in cleaving to it, in oppo- 
ion to the true profeſſion of chriſtianity e. 
"Weribed in the ſcriptures, ro which God bare 
vitneſs by all the figns recorded there. But 
be ſays theſe men ſhall not proceed the full 


length, even as theſe Egyptians, though they 
held pace with Moſes ſo far, did not go the 


| the Wfull, and were obliged to owa themſelves out- 
chti- done by the finger of God. So none of the 
nat 


nen that ever gloried in any figns that they 
magined to be wrought in favours of the mo- 
dern form of chriſtianity in any ſhape of it, 
un ſo much as pretend, that the ſigns they 
alk of ever proceeded the length of the 
lens whereby God bare witneſs to the pro- 
lon of chriſtianity that's deſcribed in the 
ew Teſtament, How ſhall we then turn 
my from them that Have 4 form of gol. 

, leneſr, 


mo were. 1 
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leneſs, denying the power of it, as the pal 
charges us, but by turning to the chr 
ty deſeribed in the New Teſtament, and the 
 Exemplified to us in the way of the firſt chi 
. Kigns, to which the Lord bare witnel 
fach figrs as no other chriſtianity in af 
ages could ever pretend to? 93 
If we would indeed be fo much as cin 
ral profeſſors of chriſtianity, let us every 
ſeek to be conform'd to the ſcripture deſcrip 
tion of a chriſtian, without cutting or carinii 
upon it, or ſecking to bring it down t em 
but to have our ſelves brought up to it, with 
out adding to it or taking from it. And !. 
as many as are thus minded ſeparate then 
ſelves to the law of God, from theſe: thi 
fhew no ſuch purpoſe of heart, but ate wil 
ing to reſt in the form of godlineſs, denyini 
the 8 of it, or denying; the ancient weil 
of faith, labour of love and patience of hoy 
which is the power of godlineſs. And here! 
alſo we may ſtudy the example of the typi 
Hrael in their reformation when they, retin 
ed from typical Zabylsn. They net 
| refuſed the Samaritans, offering to incorp 
rate with them and build the temple, tix 
that refuſal brought no fmall el upe 
them, but long after that, they found, in test 
ing the law of God, that the ſeed of If 
ſhould not bg mipgled with firangers, 
particularly they 1 it written, that ti 
Ammonite and the Moabite ſhould not cas 
into the corigregation of God ſor ever; 4 
when they had heard the law, they ſyf wy 
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= 4 at the wards Gia, ad we A 
mid to depart from the practice of their 


thers, that had departed from the law of 
od en that head, tho they themſelves bat 
een before following them in that d 
for they ſeparated themſelves from all frangera, 
od Rood and confeffed their fins, and the ini- 


nocembled as much at the word of God, an 
i head, us they did at ſeparation, when the 
m of , odlineſ, without the r of it 
u taking place, chriſtianity had never been 
d wuch corrupted in the profeffion of it 40 
t bas manifeſtly been. 


corruption, taken at any time, but by them 
hat were more afraid of the word, of God, 
d ſhuned a departure from it, more than 
operation or departure from their former 


om the fellowſhip of — of men in the 
add, Let them, rherctc 
formed to the ſcripture deſcription of 3 


Lord, confeffing their fin, and the iniquity of 


godlineſs, with them that deny'd the. power 
it, And whereas they and their fathers in 
dis nation have been zealous; contenders for 
ge {operons Hur 
Ne ae Of that expreuy & 

. en, under an Ke 


Chriſt's own 


ities of their fathers. If -.chriftians bad 


nd there bas not 
been one true ſtep of reſormation from that 


purſes, and the 2 of their fathers, or 
e, that feek to be 
ciftian, be ſeparared to the law of their 
beir fathers, in having fellomſhip, in that form 


have fworn to it, and fer. 


d 
name, let then 
the iniquity of char alſe; and fo , 
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reformation. according to the New Tefamn 
in Chriſt's blood, which can both dig 
enable them to all the reformation that 
requires of them, and is the only everlailint 
covenant that ſhall never be forgotten. 
Let them aſſemble themſelves tcgether,h 

the confeſſion of the faith that is in CHN 
Son of God the Mediator ef that covenait 
and in obedience to his law in that covenan 

to obſerve all his inſtitutions of worſhip, con 
tinuing ſtedfaſt in the doctrine and in thefel 
low ſhip, and in break ing of bread and in r 
ere, praiſing God, and to obey bis no eh 
mandment in all the branches of it, and 
obſerve all things whatſover he command 
they find them written in his law. And whil 

they are thus ſeparated to the law of Gut 


- 


let them be in the diligent uſe of "LG ar 
there preſcribed, for keeping up the u 
conformity to the ſcripture character of & chnl 
tian among them, as theſe mentioned, . Mai 
- XV111- Dy 1, Cor. v. Heb. iii. 12, 13, 00 
x. 23, 24, 25. and xii. 15. Leſt they 
gain ſwerve from the work of faith, and li 


ur of love and patience of hope, and retutdi poir 
a form of godlineſs, denying the power oft. feet 
And when the chriſtian people | thus ſep 
rate themſelves to the law of Ged, Jet I vek 
be acknowledg'd as miniſters of the wotd per 
elders, but according to their confermity i th I 
ſcripture deſcription of a miniſter 3 even way 
mong the captives returned from typical 3 and 


lon, theſe were put from the pricit-hood, 
propbane, whoſe deſcent from Harb did 3 
appear. 25 : 3. L 
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the powers of 


friends and neighbours, and all ſorts of men, that 


their teeth, and of his becoming a ſtfanger un- 


che word of God, than to be enduring for the 


eee "Fx 1. 
tterrn of —_— did not ſuffer publicklyng 
t 


e carth till the end; but h 
has fortold, that a man's foes ſhall be they of 
his own houſe, and private perſecution, from 


we live among in the world, for the ſake of 
Chriſt and his word, is no ſuch light thing u 
they that look on it ata diſtance may be texdy 
to imagine; yea the trial of cruel mockingę ſot 
his ſake cannot be made eaſie but by that ſame 
grace that ated in Chriſt when he patiently 
endured the croſs deſpifing the ſhame. The 
plalmifſt in his name complains of hypocriti- 
cal mockers in feaſts gnaſhing upon bim with 


to his brethren, and an alien to mother's chil- 
dren, and of the men that fit in the gate ſpeak 
ing r- and his being the ſong of the 
drunkards Sc. Different parties of worldly 
men, contending for preheminence in this world, 
will be ridiculing and reproaching one another, 
but it is another thing, and requiresmore ſelf de- 
nyal to be ſuffering from all ſorts of men for 


ſake ofa man's ſelf, in purſuing and hoping 
to attain the honour, gain or eaſe of a preſent 
world. The clergy have endured: much to 
raiſe themſelves in the world, and maintain, BY Ch 
what they bave gain'd, but the ſufferings of till 
the firſt Chriſtians were not attended with BY vc: 


any worldly hope, and they were ſupported ng 
5 hw. that x pou with 0 bope but that l lio 
propos d in the goſpel. Paul declares his dit 

polit of 


ion in this matter, and his expeRation * 


* 


„ 
the concurrence of every confirmed Chriſtian, 
when he ſays, Tea doubtleſs and I count alt 
things but loſs, that I may know bim and 
the power of his reſurrectian, and the fel. 
loz/hip of bis ſufferings, being made conform- 
gable unto his Death, if by any means I might 
atrazn unto the reſurrection 1 dead. Let 
us therefore as many as be penſect le thus 
minded. —Phil. iii. | 65:9 : 
As he there ſtates an oppoſition betwixt his 
way and that of the Fudaizers who minded 
earthly things, ſo here he ſtates an oppoſition 
between living godly in Chriſt with ſuffering, and 
th che way of the men contending for the form of 
n- WH godlineſs without the Power of it: For he 
il: lays. —Zur evil men and ſeducers. ſhall way 
k- WW 2107/2 and worſe deceiving and being decei ved. 
de He tells the Galatians how ſuch men were 
ly WW fhuning the croſs by corrypting the goſpel, re- 
d, conciling it ſqme way to its enemies, eſpecially 
er, in points whereat they were molt enraged. . 
e: And, in after-ages, -. the defire of confor- 
or WW mity to the world and of friendinip with ir, 
be worked in that ſame way and produced the 
og Wl form of gadlineſs with a denval of the power 
nt of it; and ſo men wear farther and farther from 
to Ml the old purpoſe of conformity to a humbled 
in, Chriſt, and from the chriſtian patience of hope, 
dll they began ta think, not only of eſcaping 
th WW perſecution themſelves, but even of petſecut - 
ed WI ing others; ſo that at length the form of gad- 
is Wy lioels became an engine of perſecution againſt 
- the power of godlineſs, as weil as a proper, mean 
o ſtrife and blood ſhed among themſelves, dif- 
e a, fering 
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ll decdat heart, ſhew'rhe fame Temper of mil 


cmeir intereſts led wem. Arid all | this wy 
Ih. carried on with the faireſt-pretences of zeal fir WM nn: 


came to be 8s an old almanack calculated by 


as Chriſtians, who are at the ſame time thew-. 


nation, as ſoon as it ſhall be in tlieir power, 


. godlineſs ſuited unto theſo things wherein 
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fering' about the ſeveral parts of thut form Wiz lis 


the;honour:of Chriſt and chriſtian "prudence 
ea it became a principle of chriſtiauity to . 
te; and the aneient Aocttine of love to ente. 
mies and pat lent bearing of wrongs, and the like 


ly for the Time of Chriſt and his poſties 
Therefore fays the apoſtle, All thut will line 
auh in Chrift Jeſus ball ſuffer ; Bus eit men 
and ſeducers ſhall-wiv:; worſe and worſe dectini 
ing and being dectiοẽE“ t. 

Let them therefore that have reformatien i, eir 


that the apoſtle oppoſes to that of the antichti- Win a 
ſtian generation. Let them ſepatate chen 
ſelves to lire godliy in Ghriſt Jeſus, deftig; 
conformity to him in his humiliatien anti 'fhey- 
ing the hope of conformity to him in His glory. 
And let not theſe men ſpeak of their ſuffetiig 


ing the hope of large contributions, for theft 
life in this world, from an enraged multitude, 
andboaſting in this, and in che hope of a ba- 
merous following, and a ſtrong party to make 
head againſt another faction, yea and profel- 
ſing the principle of perſecution and of the ex- 
tirpation of all ſects but their own out of the 


and that they hope will be after this evil day 
is over. For ſuch men will have a form G 


they boaſt, and ſnum every confeffion and practice 
Nane * in 
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n 
»10ion, ch Ab Eppente incbnff suf Me 
a, lere be deter fo cer de cee Wie „ 
nent. $0 chteir ſopatation cant e wedny-' 2 
Lede eee, __ 
4(; denying the power Gt i, ute Mens 
om that form in one Thips, to Un „ 


ther. | ; | | 8 
Let ſach ts want to [5c — 2 
k on every opporte aitity 3 
Gander, Sy eat % very Ttrhs 
Wits rigor, as 4 'Rirorip temp terion, vid guard | 
inſt ic. List * eee VE _ 
ing in this world, and being enen wn - 
lr enemies, as our Lord treated the vogue ok 
e m2ltitude, and their purpoſes of maki 
im a king. And while they give the ſtricte 
d:dience, and pay the greateſt deference to 
ugiſtrates, as the New Teſtament command, 
d rej: all them that are not afraid to. ſp | 
il of dignities, let them beware of all the 
cks the Clergy have been ple lug with the 
nigiſtrate ftom the da of De ine. But 
t them reckon themſelves, n Wiery firſt 
nurch of the Haints did, complet in Chriſt 
de head fall prineipality and polar, head o- 
er all the heavenly Tioſts, powels t heaven, 
poverz of heltadnd powers Sf the em, unto 
de church which is his bol y unto whom theore- 
re every member okthat body has a feadier 
nd more immediate acceſs than to any of hie 
ifals on whom they muſe not depend, but 
told that head under whom them are all work. 
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ein W's together forthe good of his body the church; 
nie Wand whatever way they behave under the con- 
| duc 
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nete 
Aas of his providence, they are working 
= gether to bring the nations of them that 
| Fred into the new Jeruſalem, who haveth 
* © dependence on none but their head, and all 
powers in the creation, good or bad, are 
them, while they hold that head. 
Th!bheſe chree directions, given by the apy 
| againſt che perils of the laſt times, are 
| laid before the-conſciences of them, eſpgei 
that ſhew ny defire to eſcape theſe perily 
however theſe may treat them now, the 
ſciences will one way or other anſwer 
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them before the judgment ſeat, of Chrilt, 
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